
 

 

May 16, 2022 

 

Hon. Marco Mendicino, Minister of Public Safety 

House of Commons 

Ottawa, ON 

K1A 0A6 

Sent to: marco.mendicino@parl.gc.ca  

 

 

Dear Minister,  

 

I am writing on behalf of concerned constituents in my riding of Niagara Falls, who use the 

Niagara River for recreational boating purposes, and may travel between Canada and the United 

States (U.S.) during their voyage.  

 

As you know, all boaters – either Canadians returning to Canada from the U.S. or Americans 

leaving the U.S. to come into Canada, must register at a small vessel port of entry operated by 

the Canadian Border Services Agency (CBSA).  

 

Prior to the COVID-19 pandemic, my riding had three such areas designated as those sites and 

operated by the CBSA.  

 

The first site is located in the lower Niagara River, in the Town of Niagara-On-The-Lake and is 

located at the Smugglers’ Cove Boat Club. The second site is located in the upper Niagara River 

near the community of Chippawa in Niagara Falls at the Greater Niagara Boating Club. And the 

third site is also located in the upper Niagara River, in the Town of Fort Erie at Miller’s Creek 

Marina.   

 

Since start of the pandemic – over 791 days ago–two of these three marine ports of entry have 

been closed: Smugglers’ Cove Boat Club in Niagara-On-The-Lake and the Greater Niagara Boat 

Club in Chippawa.  

 

Consequently, the next nearest CBSA marine site for the lower Niagara River is located at Lock 

I of Port Weller in St. Catharines, while Miller’s Creek in Fort Erie, is the only CBSA site 

servicing the entire upper Niagara River. 
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While this situation may have been somewhat practical for most of the past two years with our 

international Canada-US border being completely shut down to non-essential travel, as our 

countries reopen this year, these prolonged closures are now causing many issues for boaters – 

including serious safety issues - and unnecessary inconveniences that cost boaters their time and 

money. 

 

The biggest issues are proximity and distance: neither Lock I at Port Weller or Miller’s Creek are 

near Niagara-On-The-Lake or Chippawa, respectively. This means that boaters who dock in 

Niagara-On-The-Lake or Chippawa have to go all the way to the closest operating CBSA site to 

register their arrival in Canada, which can add many additional kilometers of travel to a trip.  

Stemming from the issues of proximity and distance are safety concerns, such as boaters being 

potentially exposed and vulnerable on the open water in bad weather, or potentially running out 

of fuel and being stranded on the upper river in a strong current that flows quickly towards the 

mighty Niagara Falls, or travelling to the overcrowded Miller’s Creek reporting site, which does 

not have sufficient space for boats to dock and wait for their registration, which creates a 

backlog.  

 

Additional distance between CBSA marine reporting sites for small vessels also wastes precious 

leisure time for boaters and their families, and consumes far more fuel, which is currently facing 

record high prices at the pumps. Additional distance is also worse for the environment. 

Recently, my Conservative Colleagues and I have been raising this important issue in Question 

Period, and we simply want to know: when will the CBSA marine ports of entry at Smugglers’ 

Cove Boat Club in Niagara-On-The-Lake and at the Greater Niagara Boat Club in Chippawa be 

reopened?  

 

While the majority of tourists travel to Niagara via one of the four international bridge border 

crossings in my riding, local communities do see the benefits of American boaters arriving 

during the summer months, which supports our local community economies as well.  

 

This year, Niagara needs a real chance at tourism recovery from the COVID-19 pandemic, and 

every measure that can help achieve this goal – including reopening these two CBSA marine 

reporting sites in Niagara-On-The-Lake and Chippawa – will help.  

 

Thank you for taking the time to read this letter.  I look forward to your response answering 

when these important CBSA marine reporting sites for small vessels will reopen.  

 

Sincerely, 

 

 
Tony Baldinelli, M.P.  

Niagara Falls 

 



CC.  

• Hon. Omar Alghabra, Minister of Transport 

• Raquel Dancho, Opposition Shadow Minister for Public Safety 

• Melissa Lantsman, Opposition Shadow Minister for Transport 

 


